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John viii. 36. 


My KI NC DOM 1s NOT or THis WoRkLD. 


Young Gentlemen emen, 


HERE are, you know, in Chriſtianity, as in 
all other ſciences, a few principal leading 
truths, from which all the leſs conſiderable parts 
of the ſcience flow, and on the clear underſtanding 
of which depends our knowledge of the whole. 
If our ideas of firſt principles be dark and confu- 
ſed, our notions of all conſequences ariſing out of 
them will partake of the gloom: if on the con- 
trary, we elearly comprehend the grounds of a 
ſcience, a perſpicuity will diffuſe itſelf through 
every part. | | 

In natural religion the doctrine of the being and 
perfections of God is a truth of this ſort ; for all 
the moral obligations, which we deduce from this 
firſt principle, will be contrafted or liberal, bene- 
volent or partial, according to the ideas we form 
of God, the firſt great cauſe. In the chriſtian re- 
gion the doctrine of the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt is 
a truth of this kind ; for if we enter into the na- 
tural excellencies, the views and diſpoſitions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if we make out, ſo to ſpeak, what 
fort of man he was, we ſhall obtain clear nojions 
5 Az. of 


L 4 J 


of that whole body of divine truth, with which his 
wiſe and generous ſoul bleſs'd the world. 

In complying therefore with the laudable cuſtom 
of this ſociety, of opening term with a diſcourſe 
of chriſtian theology in the preſence of the church, 
I have choſen the ſubje& contained in the text as 
a leading truth, being fully perſuaded that all the 
ends intended by your benefattors, all the deſigns 
of your education, all the wiſhes of your reſpedta- 
ble tutors, and all the deſires of our miniſters and 
churches will be beſt anſwered by your well un- 
derſtanding, and thoroughly imbibing the ſpirit of 

theſe admirable words, my kingdom. is x or of this 
world. 1 | 

It would be uſeleſs at preſent to narrate the hiſ- 
tory contained in the context, it is ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that the text is an anſwer given by Jeſus 
Chriſt to a queſtion put by Pilate, and that the 
deſign of this corrupt judge in putting the queſtion 
is the proper clue to the anſwer. Pilate, probably, 
inquired on his own account, and he is ſuppoſed 
by ſome to have been a gentleman, who, having 
received a liberal education, and having adopted 
that philoſophy, which affirms, that. man cannot 
diſtinguiſh truth from error, that we can know no- 
thing except that we do know nothing, ſarcaſtical- 
ly ſaid to the priſoner, What is truth ! Is ii for frail 
man toaffirm | Mortals, do they know truth! If 
we put together the anſwers of our Lord to this 
inquiry, we have reaſon to believe, that the ex- 

| preſſion, 
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preſſion, my kingdom is not of this world, is equal to 
ſaying, my dottrine is not a human ſcience. 

Pilate put the queſtion alſo in the name, and in 
the ſenſe of the Rabbies. The Jews expected a 
temporal Meſſiah. Jeſus, without pomp and world- 
ly power, did not anſwer their expectations. Pilate + 
knew no more of this than the ſevs told him: but 
at their inſtigation he inquired whether Jeſus aſſu- 
med a character, that did not belong to him; Am 
Ia Jew ! thine own nation, and the chief prieſts have 
delivered thee unto me. What haſt thou done? In an- 
{wer to this queſtion in the Rabbinical ſenſe, our 
Lord ſaid, my kingdom is not of this world, that is, 
the Jews miſtake the prophets, the end of my com- 
ing is not anſwered by grandeur, my dominion is 
not ſupported by ſecular power, nor is my church 
the ſeat of worldly pomp and glory. 

Pilate conſidered himſelf, thirdly, as intruſted 
with Cœſar's affairs, and it was neceſſary for him to 
give on all publick occaſions full proof of his at- 
tachment to the Emperor's intereſt, by dil- 
countenancing every thing that might tarniſh his 
maſlter's glory, or diminiſh that empire, which his 
court made it a law by any means both to acquire 
and retain. In this view, to affirm, My kingdom 15 
not of this world is equal to ſaying, my diſciples are 
not animated with ſuch paſſions as courtiers feel, 
my ſubjects are not fired with ambition, not given 
to intrigue, not prepared by my laws to deceive 
and to deſtroy; my morality is calculated to pro- 
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duce the ſafety and happineſs of all mankind, not 
to ſerve the ambitious views of particular families 
Pagan or chriſtian, 

In theſe three different lights we ſhall conſider 
the text, and we humbly implore the bleſſed Spirit 
to impreſs the word on all our hearts. 

The goſpel is not a human ſcience. It muſt have ſtruck 
every reader, even the moſt ſuperficial, that, when 
the apoſlles firſt taught chriſtianity, the wiſe men 
of their times accounted the doctrine folly, and the 
teachers fools. It muſt alſo appear equally clear, 
that the apoſtles who recorded this in hiſtory, and 
tranſmitted it to poſterity, did not allow the truth of 
the charge; onthecontrary, they conſtantly affirmed 
that theirgoſpel waswiſdom .. .. wiſdom among the 
upright ..... THE WISDOM or Gop. 

Were ve to enter minutely into the ſubjea, we 
would affirm, that Chriſtianity. differs from a hu- 
man ſcience chiefly in five reſpetts. Firſt, human 
ſciences originate in general in human intelligence, 
and each in particular in the exerciſe of ſome one 
operation of the mind, ſo that each ſcience may 
be traced to ſome mental power, from which it 
proceeds: but chriſtianity, the plan of redemption, 
neither ſprang from the playful fancy of an enthu- 
ſiaſt, nor from the cool deliberate judgement of a 
philaſopher, of inferior or ſuperior genius; it is 
not the production of human hopes or fears; it 

is neither the delirium of the weak, nor the wil- 
dom of the wiſe ; but, to uſe again an expreſſion of 
an 
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an apoſtle, it is in the whole, and ii is in each com- 
ponent part, Ye wiſdom of Cod. Human ſciences 
differ in their nature from chriſtianity ; the former 
may not improperly be called a collection of ſpe- 
culations regularly arranged, the latter is a narra- 
tion of fatls, few in number, but full of vigour, 
What we call dofrines of the goſpel are, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, fads, and to preach the goſpel is to ſtate 
theſe facts in their native purity and perſpicuity. 
Human ſciences differ ſrom the chriſtian religion in 
the fort of evidence produced to give convittion, and 
to engage belief, In the firſt, arguments are con- 
jeQural, one wiſe and learned man aſſirms, ano- 
ther as wiſe and learned as he denies, the diſciple 
heſitates, ſuſpects both, thinks for himſelf, and 
finds himſelf out at ſea : but our prophets and 
apoſtles come without a peradventure, and thus 
faith the Lord, is the introduction to all they ſay. 
Hence this exulting language of a diſciple of re- 

velation, He brought me up oul of an horrible pit—and 

ſet my feet upon a roch, and ejtabliſhed my goings, and 
put a new ſong into my mouth, even praiſe unto our God, 
Chriſtianity is ſuperior to human ſciences in mo- 

lives to action, for the magnitude of the objetts pro- 
poled to examination at once commands the at- 

tention, and ſways the affettions of the ſoul. Fi- 

nally, human ſciences are accompanied here with an 

imperfect pleaſure, and with a momentary repu- 

lation, and at the grave the firſt expires, and the 

laſt takes its leave, and the man of ſcience, diſrobed 
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of literary attainments, ſinks into moral ſize, ranks 
with the vulgar, and is left to periſh with the idiot. 
The Chriſtian, on the contrary, derives from his 
religion, even in this life, a joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory, a joy that indemnifies him for all he ſuffers 
here, and in the world to come he drinks of rivers 
of pleaſures for evermore. 

Survey, Chriſtian, the heavenly deſign; a God 
of infinite perfection, whoſe wiſdom is equal to his 
power, whoſe juſtice and goodneſs are equal to 
both, a God neceſſarily exalted above all bleſſing, and 
praiſe, behold him uniting your happineſs with 
his own hgpour, ſending the brightneſs of has glory, 
the expreſs image of his perſon, to relieve you from 
the miſery of ignorance, the agony of vice, the 
diſpleaſure of your Judge, and the horrors of hell; 
behold him opening the inviſible world to your 
faith, and treating you not as a ſervant but as a friend ; 
hear words dropping from his .lips ſweeter than 
honey, and the honey-comb ; imbibe the ſpirit of this 
religion, altogether divine, and exclaim, t/zs is not 
the manner of man, O Lord ! Thy goſpel is not a 
human ſcience ! Thy kingdom is not of this world, 

Many are the practical uſes of this doQtrine, at 
preſent I content myſelf with one. Let us eſtimate, 
but let us not over-rate human literature. 

Learning, we confeſs, gives one man a great 

ſuperiority over another, and makes one differ 
from another almoſt as much as man differs from a 
— It informs the judgment, fires the ſancy, 
redeems, 
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redeems, if not creates taſte ; it caſts the conduR 
and moulds the man ; it capacitates for mnny 
offices in life ; it expands, refines, and elevates 
every operation of humanity, it takes a hint and 
trains it up into a noble ſcience, full of beneficial 
effects to mankind; it throws a ſunſhine over 
whole kingdoms, and adorns. every individual. 
Literature, too, opens to all its diſciples ample 
fields of pleaſure, and we are not afraid to affirm, 
that there is nothing in all the ſcenes of diſſipation 
and rounds of pleaſure, nothing in all the ſenſual 
gratifications, or even lawſul amuſements of an 
illiterate youth comparable in point of pleaſure 
with that ſober, rational, heartfelt joy, which an 
induſtrious inveſtigator of ſcience feels. His 


retirement is abſence from perplexing incidents, 


his application is an approach to peace, pleaſure 
and joy. | 

The bible, we allow, is a learned book, the 
language, the geography, the hiſtory; the chro- 
nology, the natural philoſophy, yea any part 
of it, the botany, the ſcripture herbs and plants, 


all find honourable employment for learning; and 


ſound critical knowledge can do much to unravel 
ſome difficulties, and to elucidate many paſſages 
in theſe original records of the church. For theſe 
reaſons, and for many more of the ſame kind, you 
will think yourſelves obliged, Young Gentlemen, 
ſo to run the literary race that you may obtain a 
prize. 


Yet, 
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Yet, after all, ſhould you take me aſide, and 
coolly afk me, is human learning eſſential to 
preaching the goſpel, I would reply by requiring 
you to define your terms. Do you mean the 
goſpel of the church of Rome? Do you mean to 
include in your term, goſpel, all the incidentals 
recorded in the bible? If either of theſe be in- 
tended, I affirm, human literature is effential to 
preaching the goſpel. 

\ Behold the holy catholick and apoſtolick church 
of Rome, opening her arms to receive a miniſter. 
Obſerve that harmleſs youth doomed to ſpend his 
life in her ſervice. Hark, ſhe requires him to 
take a book, which fays, my kingdom is not of 
this world, and by that very book to prove that 
this kingdom is of this world. She requires him 
to offer violence to revelation, reaſon, and com- 
mon ſenſe, by affirming that each particle of a 
piece of conſecrated bread is in a thouſand places 
at one time the whole fleſh, and blood, and bones 
of a perſon now in heaven. Alas! devoted 
youth ! All my ſoul diſſolves in pity for you! you 
need the ſubileiy of a thouſand capacities. You 
want an inexhauſtible fund of ingenuity and de- 
pravity. You ſhould poſſeſs all poſſible literature, 
that what artifice and fophiſtry cannot do a well- 
wrought vail of words may effect. You ſhould 
. avail yourſelf of learning at leaſt to conceal the 
horror of charging all your monſtrous propoſitions 
to the account of that plain man, Jeſus Chriſt, 


But 
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But have you forgot the fate of the Jeſuits? How 
can you hope to ſucceed in an attempt, in which a 
whole order of the moſt acute geniuſes, and moſt 
accompliſhed ſcholars in Europe have failed, ſo 
failed, that, at laſt, for overacting their part, for 
expoſing what ought to have been concealed, their 
goddeſs was obliged to ſuppreſs their order, and 
diſmiſs them from her ſervice? And you, I aſk 
again, who are you to undertake to luppget fuck 
a deſperate cauſe ? 

 Ifby goſpel you mean all the incidents recorded 
in the bible, you muſt have literature. If you 
would give us the etymology of words, the weight 
of the ſhekel, the capacity of the homer, the 


learning of Egypt, the hiſtory of places and per- A 


ſons in the Holy Land, you muſt be learned. If 
you would deſcribe the architecture of the temple, 
the jewellery of the breaſt-plate the tapeſtry of 
the vail, you muſt have genius and literature. If 
you would number the paſſovers in Chriſt's miniſ- 
try, the weeks of Daniel, and the years in which 
each part of the canon was written, you mult be 
learned: but all this is not what I mean by goſpel, 
all this is a fort of accompanyment only to be uſed 
in preaching the goſpel as the holy Spirit has ſet 
us an example in writing the goſpel, that is inci- 
dentally. 
Remember, Gentlemen, I am not ſpeaking of 
the ornaments of preaching. Preaching admits 
ol all the ornaments, that accuracy of language, 


elegance 
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elegance of ſtyle, truth and beauty of imagery, 
ſweetneſs of pronunciation, and univerſal know- 
ledge can afford. Colle& as many of theſe beau- 
ties as you can, uſe them as your own good ſenſe 
direQs, and according to circumſtances of time, 
place, and perſons, grace, (if this be grace) grace 
the chriſtian pulpit with eloquence of ſpeech, and 
elegance of action; do more, defend, elucidate 
and illuſtrate the facts recorded by the evangeliſts; 
yet allow me to affirm, the goſpel may be preach- 
ed, and well and effeQually preached without all 
this. | 

By goſpel, I mean (bona fide as we ſay) the gol- 
pel according to Matthew, the goſpel according to 
Mark, the goſpel according to the four Evange- 
liſts, the glad tidings of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
You aſk, is human literature eſſential to preaching 
this goſpel ? I anſwer this queſtion by aſking ano- 
ther, is human literature eſſential to underſlanding 
this goſpel ? Pauſe a moment before you anſwer 
this queſtion, and think, Did the prince of preach- 
ers, the prophet ſent from God to inſtruct the 
poor and illiterate, did he ſpeak ſo obſcurely, ſo 
unintelligibly, asto render it neceſſary for a ſcholar 
to come between him and his auditors to explain 
his meaning, and that at a time when there was ſo 
little learning in the world? What are his ſubjeQs, 
and how does he ſpeak of them ? Is the difficulty in 
the facts or in his manner of narrating them? When 
he declares, I am come to ſeek and to ſave that which 
is loft ; is learning neceſlary to prove, that the 
body 
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body is loſt by diſeaſes in the grave; that the foul 
is loſt by error and vice in miſery and woe; that 
to ſave the body is to raiſe it from the dead, and to 
ſave the ſoul is to make it wiſe, and good, and 
bappv ? If he affirms, God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever beleveth in 
him ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life, is there 
any thing hard and my ſterious in this? The gol- 
pel bears an exact analogy to the world of nature, 
and as the ſun and the ſtars, the earth and the ſea, 
the world and all its treaſures lie open to. all man- 
kind, and are enjoyed by the peaſant as truly as 
by the philoſopher, fo are the truths of chriſtiani- 
ty, ſuppoling, all along, the language, in which they 
are propoſed, to be underſtood, Alas you chil- 
dren and ſervants, you poor and illiterate people, 
you lick and dying penitents, what would become 
of you, if the goſpel were a learned ſcience ? 

In the papal world the goſpel is yet conſidered 
as a great myltery, religious truths are ſaid to lie 
in a well ſo deep, that none but ſeraphical, angeli- 
cal doctors can draw them up for public uſe : but 
this dottrine is inculcated to ſerve the prudent 
purpoſes of ſtupifying the laity, and of elevating an 
ambitious clergy to dictate in religion, to plunder 
the people's property, and to riot in all the luxu- 
ries of life : but in our churches to. affirm, that 
the goſpel is hard and abſtruſe, that the miniſter is 
the fine quo non, is a cruel trick unworthy of an up- 
right ingenuous man |! 


We 
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We faid, the text, my kingdom is not of this world, 
is equal to ſaying, my church is not the ſeat of 
worldly pomp and glory. The Jewiſh prophets 
had foretold the advent of the Meſſiah, and they 
had deſcribed him, and his kingdom by a profuſi- 
on of noble images. The Rabbies, who knew no 
other glory than that of the world, had expounded 
theſe paſſages according to their own groſs ideas 
of the great and ſublime, and hence their abhor- 
rence of the ſimplicity of Chriſt. We, chriſtians, 
have been taught, that the chriſtian economy far 
. exceeds in glory both the glory of the world, and the 
glory of the moſaical diſpenſation. Theirs was a 

local, our's is an univerſal religion. 

The Jewiſh religion may be divided into four 
parts; thete is a doctrinal, a moral, an experi- 
mental, and a political part of Judaiſm. The doc- 
trines of the old teſtament, the unity of God, the 
immortality of the ſoul, a ſtate of future rewards 
and puniſhments, the government of providence, 
the bleſſings of grace, are incorporated into the 
chriſtian religion. The morality of the Jews, too, 
is eſtabliſhed by the goſpel, and in this view our 
Lord declated, he came not to deſtroy the law, but to 
fulſil it. The experimental part of Judaiſm, alſo, be- 
longs to our ceconomy, and the book of pſalms is 
a fine picture of the chriſtian heart, there the paſ- 
ſions play, and the emotions of pleaſure and pain 
excited by religious objects are expreſſed in all 
their native ſimplicity and beauty. But the polity, 

the 
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the polity of Judaiſm is aboliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is not incorporated, it could not poſſibly be in- 
corporated into chriſtianity without defeating the 
deſign of Chriſt to make his an univerſal religion. 
To exemplify this. In the ecclefialtical polity 
of the Jews kings preſided, and officiated in religi- 
on: but Chriſt alone is king in the chriſtian 
church, he only gives religious law, and one of 
his ſtatutes is, call no man maſter upon the earth ; in 
chooſing a religion be governed by your own un- 
derſtanding. In the Jewiſh church there was a ſuc- 
ceſſional prieſthood ; but chriſtians have no prieſt, 
Chriſt is their prieſt, their only prieſt, and he alone 
performs the two great works of prieſthood, he 


offered himſelf once for all a ſacrifice for fin, and 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion fot ſinners. The 


Jewiſh religion was eſtabliſhed by law : but chrif- 
tianity cannot be eſtabliſned by any human laws, 


and it is not eſtabliſhed by any divine law; it is 


not, it oughit not to be incorporated by force with 
armies, and navies, and univerſities, and civil of- 


fices. As well might we eſtabliſh - by law beauty 
of perſon, ſymmetry of parts, genius for poetry, 
or painting, ſtrength of memory, friendſhip, gene- 


rofity, or good ſenſe, Chriſtiarity is the accom- 
pliſhment of the mind, can mental accompliſh- 
ments be eſtabliſhed by human law? Judaiſm ad- 


mitted a whole nation into church-fetlowſhip :' but 


the chriſtian &cohomy admits only believers in 


_ Chriſt to eompoſe theit focieties. 


The 
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The proper, practical uſe of this doctrine lies 
in the application of theſe truths to real life. We 
are citizens of a community, ſubje#s of a prince, 
let us deteſt that dangerous doArine of a late pre- 
late, a prelate of great name too, that there is an 
alliance between church and ſtate. What! when 
I become a believer in Chriſt, when I aflociate 
myſelf with fifty more believers for the purpoſe 
of worſhipping God, do I, dowe all ceaſe to be 
ſubjects, and become allies; may ve contract 
with government at a given price to perform that 
ſort of worſhip, which ſhall beſt ſuit our governors 
for the time being; may we elevate ourſelves into 
civil independence, and fink the worſhip of Al- 
mighty God into a job ! Let us claim religious li- 
berty : but let us not make it a cloke of licenti- 
oulneſs. Let us recolle& the text, my kingdom is 
not of this world. 

Suffer me, more 1 Gentlemen, 
to exhort you to attend to this part of our ſubject. 
Never affect the dignity of prieſthood ; ever de- 
ſpiſe the miſery of prieſtcraft, Never affe&t ſhow 
and parade in religion. The litile excreſcences 
of pride, the paltry exhibitions of vanity in pro- 
teſtant churches are refledtions on the ſenſe of 
thoſe, who import them, for imported they are 
from Italy. Pardon a homely compariſon, and, 
if it be wrong to expoſe ſuperſtition to contempt, 
forgive me, at leaſt for once, this wrong, - Really, 
when I compare the little cheap decorations of 

reformed 


bu 
reformed churches with the maſterpieces of Italy, 
our gaudy days with their grand proceſſions, our 
beggarly imitations of their pontifical magnifi- 
cence, I call their's pomp, our's poverty, they are 
nature in the theatre of the metropolis, we are 
ſtrollers, uttering bombaſt in caſt-off finery in a 
booth at a fair. Prayer, Baptiſm, the Lord's ſup- - 
per, explaining a truth, enforcing a duty, do theſe 
ſimple exerciſes, divine in their origin, manly. in 
their performance, and effectual in producing all 
the ends for which they were inſtituted, do they 
require the deſpicable ſhreds of papal trumpery 


to engage mankind to prattiſe them! My kingdom + 
is not of this world. 


Our Lord ſaid truly to Pilate, 7 3 43 


were of this world, then would my ſervants fight. Yes! 
moſt adorable Redeemer ! If thy kingdom requi- 
red ſplendour, thy ſervants have ſuch a high ve- 
neration for thee, they would expend all, they 
would ſpend and be ſpent in thy ſervice ! Nature and: 
art in rich profuſion, the architecture of Greece 
and the muſick of Italy, ſtatues, vaſes, pictures, 
habits, the treaſures of the Eaſt, and the reſine- 
ments of the Weſt, the ſpices of Arabia, the cabi- 
nets of antiquaries, the jewels of princes, the lux- 
urious pomp of the moſt magnificent monarchs 
ſhould adorn thy palace, and enrich thy throne— 
but—thy kingdom is not of this world, 

Laſtly, The church of Chriſt is not the feat of fac- 
tion, it doth not reſemble Caeſar's court. Faction 
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for the univerſal deſpotiſm . of one 1s conſpiracy 
againſt the rights of all mankind. By ſuch a fac- 
tion Auguſtus had riſen to Empire, and had tranſ- 
mitted the iron rod of abſolute dominion to one 
of his family leſs wary and more wicked than him- 
ſelf. Judea had been ſubdued, and was become, 
when Herod and Pilate ruled, a province of the 
empire. The riches and honours of the province 
were laviſhed on a few worthleſs creatures of the 
court, and they, amidſt all their pomp and plun- 
der, were always in fear of detection, ſo that when 
Jeſus appeared ſurrounded with the multitude they 
ſuſpected (for they knew no higher motives than 
their own) they ſuſpected, and exclaimed, ſediti- 
on ! He ftirreth up ſedition | To quiet theſe imaginary 
fears they ſeized Jeſus, and accuſed him before 
the governor. Art thou a King? ſaid Pilate, I 
am a King, replied the prince of peace: but not 
ſuch a King as you ſuppoſe. Mine is moral do- 
minion, which no weapons can obtain. The ene- 
mies I oppoſe are ignorance, pride, malice, ava- 
rice, and all other evil diſpoſitions. My inſtru- 
ments of government are a few plain inſtructions, 
and my own perfeft example of virtue. My end 
1s anſwered, when the human ſoul is freed. The 
honours I beſtow are, in this life, conſciouſneſs of 
rectitude, and proſpett of immortal bliſs, and in 

a future ſtate pleaſures 1” evermore, My kingdom. is 
not of this world, 


Were 
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Were this doctrine properly underſtood, it would 
produce the molt beneficial effects. You, Gen- 
tlemen, are bound to underſtand it in all its parts. 
Let us, then, diſtinguiſh the end of government 
from the means of governing. Every ſociety is 
incorporated for ſome end, and every ſociety pro- 
poles means to obtain the end of its incorporation. 
In bad civil governments the end is dominion, in 
ſome over the property, in others over the liberty, 
in ſome over the conſciences, in others over. the 
lives of ſubjetts, and in ſome over all theſe toge- 
ther. In ſuch ſtates, means are indifferent, and 
whatever promotes the end is proper; juſtice is 
out of the queſtion, Learning or ignorance, vir- 
tue or vice, fraud or force, duplicity or ſincerity, 
publick virtue or popular debauchery, chriſtianity 
or paganiſm, each is a proper mean in different 
caſes, and at different times, provided it obtains 
the end, dominion, The proper adminiſtrators 
of ſuch a government ought not to be men of bad 
principles, for they would not uſe virtuous means, 
when virtuous means would operate, nor ought 
they to be men of good principles, for they could 
not make uſe of vicious means, when vicious 
means would operate : but they ought to be men 
of no principles, prepared for every work, to 
ſwear or to violate an oath, to (ter or to frown, 
to form an alliance or to diſſolve it, to protect or 
to deſtroy. Is the chriſtian church, think you, a 
ſociety incorporated for the end of acquiring do- 

3 minion 
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minion over mankind, and is the teacher ſent 
from God the deſtroyer of principle? My kingdom 
is not a bad civil government, like ſome of this 
world. | 

In a commercial ſociety, as in a trading com- 
pany, the direct end of its incorporation is gain, 
and here again the virtues and vices of trade are 
only means employed to obtain the end. In a 
univerſity incorporated by charter, and in an 
academy aſſociated by choice, the direct end is 
human learning, and virtuous attions are interwo- 
ven in the conſtitution as juſt and proper means to 
obtain the end, literature. The chriſtian church 
is not incorporated for either of theſe purpoles ; it 
is not a ſhop, in which religion is a trade; it is 
not a ſchool, in which men are taught to diſpute 
and declaim. My kingdom is not to be degraded 
into a mere human ſociety, conſtituted for the 
momentary purpoſes of this world, 

The dirett end of a good civil government, as 
the Britiſh, is civil liberty: yet even this end, no- 
ble as it is, is not the end of the conſtitution of the 
chriſtian church. Had Jeſus Chrilt intended to 
give us a perfect ſyſtem of civil polity, he would 

have determined the beſt ſorm of government, the 
rights of ſubjeQs and the prerogatives of princes, 
and ſo on: but bis kingdom is ſuperior in its end 
and deſign, his views are far more extenſive and 


noble than thoſe of the beſt civil governments of 
Ats world, 


What 
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What then is the direct end of the kingdom of 
Chriſt? It is, in general, moral excellence : It is, 
in particular, the produttion of the greateſt truth 
and virtue, iſſuing in the utmoſt happineſs to man, 
and the higheſt glory to God. No legiſlator of 
ancient Greece, no Emperor of Rome, no repub- 
lican\ ſenate, no aſſembly of nobles, no regal 
council, no magnanimous monarch ever propoſed, 
or ever could propoſe the ennobling of the human 
mind, and the refinement of the heart as the ulti- 
mate ends of government. Thine, Lord Jefus ! 
was the glory, the unrivalled glory of forming a 
kingdom not of this world, a kingdom formed to gra- 
tify the univerſal paſſion, the unquenchable hurt 
for immortal happineſs in man! 

The means inſtituted to obtain this end are not 
carnal, but mighty through God, they are the holy 
ſcriptures read and preached, the ordinances of 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, the interchanging 
of kind offices, all influenced by the bleſſed 
Spirit, in one word, copying the example of 
Chriſt, who is to his diſciples both the goſpel and 
the law. 

Some of you, Young 3 will ſoon be 
called to exerciſe your miniſtry In ſome of our 
churches. Reduce, I beſeech you, theſe peaceable 
principles to practice. Renounce all hidden things of 
diſhoneſly. Deſpiſe colluſion and intrigue, fall into 
no fattion under pretence of religion. Reſpe& 
the man, who reſpeQs the rights of all mankind, 


and 
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and avoid him, who conſiders the images of God 
as beaſts to be ſubdued and ſaddled, and ridden 
and ſlaughtered at pleaſure. Enjoy the religious 
liberty allowed in this your native country, and 
inculcate all the ſocial virtues, that contribute to 
the peace of ſociety. Remember, you will be 
miniſters of a religion not of this world, a religion 
which in this world expoſes its diſciples to ſuffer- 
ings, ſupportable only by a proſpe& of a world to 
come. Keep that proſpect open, that world in 
perpetual view, and never forget, that the New 
Teſtament is not a code of human law, that, al- 
though you are miniſters of Chriſt, yet as miniſters 
of Chriſt you are not empowered to meddle in 
ſecular affairs. £ 

Give me leave to conclude with one caution 
relative to the general doctrine of the text, and 

one word applicable to your particular ſituation. 
The doctrine of the text has been abuſed by 
two forts of expoſitors. Your religion, ſay ſome, 
does not intermeddle with the affairs of this world. 
You, therefore, the diſciples of it have nothing to 
do with ſecular matters. To you it ought to be 
indifferent whether your country enjoy liberty, 
or ſuffer deſpotiſm. You are ſubjeQs of a king- 
dom not of thts world, Be content with the felicity 
of believing a future ſtate, and imbibe for the pre- 
ſent the ſpirit of non-reſiſtance, and paſlive obe- 
dience. Others, on the contrary, exclaim, your 
religion is not of this world, This is a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption 
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ſumption againſt the divinity of it. Were it of 
God, it would certainly provide for civil liberty, 
the noble, unalienable right of all mankind. A 
religion not of this world! a religion then not fit 
for a citizen of the world! A religion fit for only 
a little, narrow, ſneaking ſoul ! 

We reply to both our opponents by affirming— 
Before Jeſus Chriſt came into the world mankind. 
were men—had he never come, all mankind would 
have been naturally and neceſſarily poſſeſſed of 
all the rights of humanity—the beſt mode of en- 
joying theſe rights is a production of reaſon, and 
reaſon unaſſiſted by revelation is competent to the 
inveſtigation, When Jeſus Chriſt came, he came 
not to deſtroy our humanity, or to alienate our 
rights—he never transferred our natural right to 
life, liberty, and property to any individual—on 
the contrary, ſuppoſing all civil rights, he taught 
us a religion, admirably fitted to the enjoyment of 
them—his religion, far from depreſſing the hu- 
man ſpirit, kindles in it a paſſion for religious fre- 
dom, which priſons and dungeons, fires and flames 
can never ſubdue.— If as diſciples of Chriſt we be 
not obliged to ſedition, neither are we as ſubjects 
of Chriſt obliged to ſubmit to ſlavery. —The whole 
buſineſs of civil government is analogous to the 
practice of an art, or the ſtudy of a ſcience, and 
our religion influences that as it influences them 
— Chriſtianity is a general energy applicable to 
every good purſuit, and diſſociable with: every 

inhuman 
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inhuman plan.—Do you ſay, Chriſt's kingdom is 
not a ſyſtem of civil government? We allow' it. 
What then? Reproach us that it is not a ſyſtem 
of anatomy! The concluſion would be alike in 
both caſes. © You ſay, Chriſt's kingdom is not of thas 
world, Chriſtians ought to be indifferent to the 
rights of mankind. What! when I commence a 
chriſtian, do I ceaſe to be a man! Does the Son 
of God propoſe a barter of my natural rights for 
his religious prerogatives ! Glorious prerogative ! 
The privilege of a brute ! | 
Having ſubjoined this caution, it only remains, 
that I congratulate you, Young Gentlemen, on your 
happy ſituation. Behold, this church, our diſtant 
churches, the reverend fathers and brethren' pre- 
ſent all unite in praiſes to God for this inſtitution, 
they rejoice, that in theſe depraved times you are 
inclined to dedicate yourſelves to the Lord, and 
they think it will be your own faults, if you do 
not excel in found learning and true religion. We 
have no ſuſpicions ; we are full of hopes; you will, 
yes, you will anſwer our expettations. Go, gene- 
rous youths, our hearts go with you, retire to 
your ſtudies, and ſurmount all the labour of learn- 
ing for the pleaſure of being learned, and for the 
joy of hoping to preach the goſpel more unexcep- 
tionably ; go, inſtruct the ignorant, relieve the 
diſtreſſed, pour the balm of the goſpel into the bo- 
ſoms of the guilty, reprove, exhort, with all long- 
ſuffering and patience ; adorn our pulpits with 
| the 
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the pure doctrines of the new Teſtament, and en- 
force the doctrines you preach hy a holy life and 
converſation. | 
Will you forgive me, if I interrupt for a mo- 
ment your pleaſure. I foreſee, without a ſpirit 
of prophecy, the trials that await you. You will 
preach a doctrine not of this world; the world 
will deſpiſe you, as the world deſpiſed your Maſter, 
and ſome ſupercilious Pilate will ſneer and ſay, 
What is truth! In vain you will ſtudy and be wiſe, 
worldly philoſophers will account you ignoram, 
becauſe you will not worſhip the claſſical gods they 
adore, In vain will you imbibe the ſpirit and 
imitate the example of Chriſt, men of time ſerving 
principles will account you uncandid, moroſe and 
ſevere. Yea, ſome of your brethren, animated 
with paſſions of envy and pride will ſuſpeR, or af- 
fett to ſuſpect your orthodoxy, or piety, or both. 
If two of this ſort meet, each will pour the delici- 
ous poiſon of flander into the others ear. If you 
be popular, you will be hated for what you cannot 
and ought not to help : if you be not, you will be 
negletted and forgotten when you moſt of all need 
ſupport. If the God of nature hath formed you 
alert, and: you have wit, vivacity and fire, al- 
though you employ all to good purpoſes, yet ſome 
grave drone, who owes his gravity to conſtitution, 
will tax you with levity, and, arrogantly making 
himſelf a ſtandard of excellence, will call innocent 
mirth a mark of reprobation, and will require 
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vou to prove the ſoundneſs of your faith by fetch- 
ing great deep ſighs and groans, as if vou were 
always at a funeral. If you have a natural gravity, 
others, full of ſprightlinels, will ſay you are unſoci— 
able and dull. If you uſe learning to elucidate 
ſcripture, ſome ignorant clown will call you pe- 
dantick, and ſay you put learning in the place of 
the ſpixit, and for your ſake will exclaim againſt 
learning itſelf, If you ſpeak plainly and in popular 
ſtyle, others will ſay, .you do not reſpe& your au- 
| ditory. Preach all your ſyſtem of doctrine in one 
| ſermon, you will be accounted ſcholaſtical and un- 
| refined. Preach only one truth in one ſermon, 
| and it will be ſuſpected, you do not believe the 
reſt. Open the privileges of grace, and you will de- 
ny the law: preach the law, and you will deny 
the influence of grace. And you, what. will you 
do in all theſe ſkirmiſhes ? you will, perhaps, ap- 
peal from the pariial opinions of men, who after 
all know little or nothing of you, but by hearſay,. 
to the merciful tribunal of God. Each of you will 
acknovledge and deplore his infirmities, and yet 
be vill add, Lord ! thou knoweſt all things, thou know. 
eſt that I love thee, You will ſay, innumerable evils 
have compaſſed me about. My iniquities are more than 
the hairs of my head. 1 am not able to look up. My heart 
faileth me. And yet 1 delight to do thy will. O God, thy 
law is within my heart. 1 have not concealed thy loving 
kindneſs. I have preached righteouſneſs in the great con- 
gregation, Remember me, O my God for good |! 
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Go then, enter the ſanctuary of God. Realize 
our wiſhes, Fight the good fight of faith, Help 
the feeble hand to lay hold on eternal lie. Animate 
all this aſſembly to continue to ſupport this noble 
and generous inſtitution. Let all your benefac- 
tors, your parents, your miniſters, your tutors, the 
whole church ſee the good feed of a learned and 
virtuous education bring forth an hundred ſold. 
- Repair, ifit be repairable, the loſs all our churches 
have ſuſtained by the late removal of the firſt and | 
beſt of our miniſters from this place. Alas. I 
feel with you ! .... . I muſt not open wounds, which. 
time hath begun to cloſe. Our Father, where is he ? 
The prophet, doth he live for ever ? Yes; the father-is 
here. The prophet doth live, he ſurvives in his ſon 
and ſucceſſor. I truſt I may add, inſtead of the fa- 
ters ſhall be the children, a feed to ſerve the Lord for a 


* thouſand generations, To him be honour and'glory 
for ever, Amen. 
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